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Knights of Columbus
Council 996
G r e e t i n g s
S P EC I A L
D A TE S OF
I N TE RE S T:
�

Bingo every Tuesday
@ 7pm

�

October 10thColumbus Day Golf
Tournament @
Fianna Hills

�

October 16th-2nd
and 3rd Degree @
Hall

�

October 23rdMembers Golf
Tournament @ Ft.
Chaffee

�

October 28th-Family
Night with Kids
Halloween Party

�

October 31stHalloween

�

November 1st-All
Saints Day

Here we are in fall!
Cooler temperatures
and soon the leaves
will start to change.
The 10th of
October we are having
our ﬁrst golf
tournament at Fianna
Hills golf course. This is
what we are doing in
place of OctoberFest.
October is also
our membership drive
month. If you know
someone in your
parish that would want
to become a knight,

f r o m t h e
K n i g h t

please get him a form 100
and get it to Ma�
Hutchison so he can get
them in.
The following
weekend on the 16th, we
have a 2nd and 3rd degree
at the Hall. If you know of
anyone that is a ﬁrst
degree please encourage
them to take the next level
of our order. Remember
that check-in is at 12:00
pm that Sunday and that
there will be food served
a�erwards. So please,
Brothers, come to this
next step of the Knights of

G r a n d

Columbus.
Thank you goes
out to all the volunteers
for the help at the
St.Boniface lawn social.
With out you all the
hamburgers and funnel
cakes would not have
been cooked.
Thank you!!

Vivat Jesus
Grand Knight
Gus Copenhaver
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UPCOMING EVENTS
*October 23rd—Members Golf Tournament at Ft. Chaffee. Contact Art
Rideout for more information.
*October 28th—Family Night at 6pm with Kids Halloween party. Kids in
costume eat free, and there will also be a costume contest.
*November 16th—Annual Thanksgiving Potluck. Make plans to attend and
bring a side dish.
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The Bible ALONE?
by Mark Shea
Do you understand
what you are reading?” asked
Philip. “How can I” said the
Ethiopian, “unless someone
explains it to me?” (Acts 8:3031).
Many lay Catholics are
getting interested in studying
their faith. And for a large
percentage of these folks this
means increased Bible study,
which the Church heartily
commends. However, when we
try to put that into action, we can
often run into a problem: the
Invisible Contact Lens Syndrome.
Most people don’t realize it, but
the air is actually filled with
millions of invisible contact
lenses. These contact lenses–
with names like “skepticism,”
“New Ageism,” “materialism,”
“conservatism,” “liberalism,” and
countless other “isms” are
especially concentrated in
schools, near TV sets, around
close friends, and near magazine
racks. Silently and imperceptibly,
they stick to your eyes as you
watch TV or read the paper or
watch a movie. As they do, they
begin to alter the way in which
you see everything, including
Scripture. And the fact is, no
matter what you do, you can’t
keep your eyes free of them.
Nobody does anything–including
reading Scripture–without some
set of contact lenses. So the
question is not whether we will
read Scripture through such
lenses. It is, rather, whether we
will read Scripture with the
lenses God intends us to use.
Now the great thing
about the Catholic Faith is that
our Lord Jesus has, in fact, given
us a wonderful set of contact
lenses. This set of lenses is
called “Sacred Tradition” and the
“Magisterium” or teaching office
of the Church, which is His Body.

L e c t u r e r - D c .

Many people, unaware of the
contact lenses stuck to their
eyes by American culture,
imagine the lenses Jesus offers
us are optional. “I’ll just read the
Bible Alone,” they say. “I don’t
need the Catechism or all that
Tradition stuff.”
But the fact is, this is
like saying “I want a one-sided
coin.” For the Bible is just the
written portion of a much larger
Tradition handed down by Jesus
to his apostles. And the
Magisterium is simply the
continuation of the office of
those apostles who were told (by
Jesus himself) “he who listens to
you, listens to me” (Luke 10:16)
and who appointed bishops to
succeed them in preserving the
fullness of the Faith. To try to
learn the Faith using “the Bible
Alone” is not really to read
Scripture without Tradition; it is
merely to substitute the
traditions of men for the
Tradition of God. It is to see
Scripture through some set of
man-made lenses.
If you don’t believe it,
consider this. Many an
ex-Catholic Protestant has told
me they rejected the Church
because some Catholic teaching
(say, Purgatory) was “not
mentioned in Scripture” But
these same ex-Catholics usually
believe in the Trinity when that is
not mentioned in Scripture
either. They are usually pro-life
though abortion is never
explicitly mentioned in Scripture.
They always believe the books in
their Bibles are apostolic,
inspired, and trustworthy despite
the fact that the authorship of
many is completely unknown.
Why?
Because they have
unconsciously retained a
whittled-down part of the Sacred
Tradition Jesus gave the Church.
It is only the bits of Sacred
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Tradition they reject which they
call “additions” to Scripture. But
if my ex-Catholic friends apply
the same treatment to the rest of
Sacred Tradition that they apply
to Purgatory, they will soon find
there is no reason left to believe
in the Bible at all, for Scripture
exists only because the Body of
Christ, under the Spirit’s
guidance, wrote, edited,
compiled and canonized it.
In short, when you pit
the Bible against the community
that produced it, you logically
find yourself calling into
question, not just supposedly
“extra” doctrines like Purgatory,
but the whole of Sacred
Tradition, including the Bible
itself. The deal is, Sacred
Tradition and Scripture: Both or
neither.
If you opt for “both”,
you suddenly find yourself in
communion with armies of
people who have not only
studied Scripture, but become
holy and wise by contact with our
Lord in its pages (and, among
other things, found a very clear
biblical basis for Purgatory
there). If you opt for “neither” you
lose, not only Tradition, but
Scripture as well.
So the Church’s
understanding of written and
unwritten Tradition and her
divinely created teaching office
look like a pretty good deal to
me. After all, we wouldn’t have
refused the help of a
professional mechanic friend as
we struggled through a car repair
manual when we were in college.
We wouldn’t have pooh-poohed
the insights of a pro quarterback
as we tried to learn about
football when we were 10 years
old. Why then should we ignore
2,000 years of accumulated
insights from saints, theologians
and scholars who are a lot more
mature in Christ than we are?
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The Ethiopian Eunuch
knew this. When confronted with
a mysterious passage from
Isaiah (and there are many
mysterious passages in
Scripture) he made a common
sense observation: he said he
didn’t understand it. Moreover,
he followed this with a common
sense deed: he asked the Church
(in the person of Philip the
Evangelist) for help in
understanding it. And the Church
gave it. That is what the Church
does, for the Lord who breathed
his Spirit into Scripture and the
Lord who breathed his Spirit into
the Church is one Lord (John
20:22; 2 Timothy 3:16).
That’s why I think if
the Ethiopian Eunuch were
around today, he would drool
over the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. How wonderful
to have the compendium of the
Magisterium’s teaching
concerning the fullness of Sacred
Tradition, both biblical and
extrabiblical–the very thing the
Ethiopian asked for! Any Catholic
who wants to study Scripture
should start by learning from the
Ethiopian’s sterling example. For
as St. Paul told the
Thessalonians, we are to stand
firm and hold fast to the
Traditions the apostles passed
on to us, whether by word of
mouth (that is, by Sacred
Tradition) or by letter (that is, by
Scripture) (2 Thessalonians
2:15). The Ethiopian Eunuch
would not settle for part of God’s
gift; he wanted it all. So should
we.
All of our Churches
have a bible study, pray about
joining one today.
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B i r t h d a y s

1 Matthew Letter

15 John Dallas, Jr., James Hornsey

2 Dr. Bill Curry, Clarence Gouger

16 James Edwards, Jr., Heath Chapman,

4 Tom Bardrick

Travis Beshears

5 Dan Scivally

18 Jim Cadelli

6 Kyle DeJaeger, George Fritz

22 Fr. Ralph Esposito, Felicito Melendez,

8 Donald Frederick, Leroy Farmer

Stephen Sharum

9 David Greene

24 Art Rideout, Patricio Montiel, II

11 Jerry Hassler

25 James Koenigseder, Michael Hill

12 Bobby Dahlem

27 Walter Echols, Dc.Charlie Kuehl

13 Dexter Bates

31 Gilbert Koch

14 Everett Buckner, Loren James, Fr. John McDougal

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS!

F a m i l i e s

i n

N e e d

o f

P r a y e r

Sick:
Gerald Miller, J.B. Meyers, Scott Koch, son of Gilbert Koch, Ardell Gramlich, widow of
John Gramlich, Mrs. Bernie Tougas, Tina Mayfield, widow of Jim Mayfield, Billie Sharum,
Bob Schwartz, Martin Copenhaver, Harold Willie, and Lance Kinsey.

Deaths:
Betty Chaney, wife of Clyde, grandmother of Chris Brown, Marilyn Carolyn Borengasser,
wife of Jack, mother of Cristina (Pat) Wheeler, Susan (Jerry) Abbott, Richard, Marilyn Hendershot, Gretchen (Art) Rideout, and Kathleen (Daniel) Wiedman, Johnnita Terbieten, widow
of Bernard Terbieten, Samantha Kerr-Koons, daughter of William and Elizabeth Kerr, sister
of Jonathan Kerr, and granddaughter of Marvin and Jean Copenhaver, and
niece of Gus Copenhaver, Eugene Post, brother of Dr. Jimmy Post.

Military:
Jake Dahlem, stationed in Japan, and Jacob Ferguson, son of Carter
Ferguson, who is deployed.
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CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB OR ON
FACEBOOK FOR UPCOMING EVENTS!!

Knights of Columbus
C O U N C I L

9 9 6

Hall Phone: 479-649-7144
Hall and Acres Rental Contact:
Jayne Ann Spahn
479-208-3108

Chaplain

Fr. Babu Battula

Grand Knight

Gus Copenhaver

Deputy Grand Knight

Matt Hutchinson

Financial Secretary

Marc Lux

Treasurer

Mark Urban

www.kofc996.com
www.columbusacres.com
On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
Knights-of-Columbus-Fort-Smith-AR242583469195340/timeline

Robert Collins, President
Meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of
every other month at 6:30 P.M.

Council

996 members are invited and encouraged to
Discover a World of Good Things in the
Knights of Columbus

attend.

Dickie Spahn would like to thank Jerry Spahn, Austin Ervin, and Matthew Moschner for helping at The Acres
this summer. Thanks again to Gilbert Koch and Bill Soller for getting the Mossy tracker problem solved and
fixed, running good now. Patrick Jones is working on his Eagle Scout Badge. He is the grandson of Loren
James. He is going to need our help to get the playground up to safety with a fence around it, plus other repairs on the playground. He is going to need volunteers and donations for this project so kids can be safe. We
are going to have a work day in the middle of October. So call Dickie Spahn 479-208-3109 or Jayne Ann 479208-3108 or the Knights Hall. Donations can be sent to Knights of Columbus, P.O. Box 180367, Fort Smith,
AR 72918. Thanks again.
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