Knights of Columbus
Council 996
Pius XII Press
G R EE T IN G S F RO M T HE G R AN D K N I GH T
Brothers,
The Trinity Casino went very well. We had plenty of help and I think everyone had a good
time. Thanks to all the guys who volunteered their time and talents.
We will be cooking catfish every Friday during lent. We have a wonderful kitchen crew in place but
we still need lots of help with cleanup. Please volunteer to help cleanup after a fish night.
Due to lack of support we have asked to be taken off the ushering list at Christ the King. We will no
longer be ushering the second Sunday of each month.
Bingo is getting back in full swing. We still need more volunteers. Please contact me if you are able to
help out. We really need to start a third team to give everyone who work a little more time off. The only thing
that will stop bingo at this point will be lack of volunteers. Even if you are on a team it is understood that
sometime things come up. Do not think that signing up means you HAVE to do it on your scheduled
nights. We try to have 7-8 people for each night so when 2-3 are busy we still have enough help.
Please consider signing up. I eagerly await your call.
Looking ahead we will again be cooking for the Special Olympic athletes on Friday April the 24th. We need
about a dozen men to work this event. Last year we starting cooking lunch at about 7am. We prepared
somewhere in the neighborhood of 1600 meals. Feel free to bring your wives also. Right now we have about
half of the help needed, so if you wish to help please contact me.
In Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism
Gary Barker GK
479.719.3442
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Q: What is Lent?
A: Lent is the forty day period before Easter, excluding Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday (the
day before Easter Sunday). [This traditional ennumeration does not precisely coincide with the calendar according to the liturgical
reform. In order to give special prominence to the Sacred Triduum (Mass of the Lord's Supper, Good Friday, Easter Vigil) the
current calendar counts Lent as only from Ash Wednesday to Holy Thursday, up to the Mass of the Lord's Supper. Even so, Lenten
practices are properly maintained up to the Easter Vigil, excluding Sundays, as before.]
Q: Why are Sundays excluded from the reckoning of the forty days?
A: Because Sunday is the day on which Christ arose, making it an inappropriate day to fast and mourn our sins. On Sunday we must
celebrate Christ's resurrection for our salvation. It is Friday on which we commemorate his death for our sins. The Sundays of the
year are days of celebration and the Fridays of the year are days of penance.
Q: Why are the forty days called Lent?
A: They are called Lent because that is the Old English word for spring, the season of the year during which they fall. This is
something unique to English. In almost all other languages its name is a derivative of the Latin term Quadragesima, or "the forty
days."
Q: Why is Lent forty days long?
A: Because forty days is a traditional number of discipline, devotion, and preparation in the Bible. Thus Moses stayed on the
Mountain of God forty days (Exodus 24:18 and 34:28), the spies were in the land for forty days (Numbers 13:25), Elijah traveled
forty days before he reached the cave where he had his vision (1 Kings 19:8), Nineveh was given forty days to repent (Jonah 3:4),
and most importantly, prior to undertaking his ministry, Jesus spent forty days in wilderness praying and fasting (Matthew 4:2).
Since Lent if a period of prayer and fasting, it is fitting for Christians to imitate their Lord with a forty day period. Christ used a forty
day period of prayer and fasting to prepare for his ministry, which culminated in his death and resurrection, and thus it is fitting for
Christians to imitate him with a forty day period of prayer and fasting to prepare for the celebration of his ministry's climax, Good
Friday (the day of the crucifixion) and Easter Sunday (the day of the resurrection).
Thus the Catechism of the Catholic Church states:
"'For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tested as we
are, yet without sinning' [Heb4:15]. By the solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in
the desert." (CCC 540).
Q: When does Lent begin?
A: Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which is the day on which they faithful have their foreheads signed with ashes in the form of a
Cross (see piece on Ash Wednesday). It is also a day of fast and abstinence.
Q: What is a day of fast and abstinence?
A: Under current canon law in the Western Rite of the Church, a day of fast is one on which Catholics who are eighteen to sixty
years old are required to keep a limited fast. In this country, one may eat a single, normal meal and have two snacks, so long as these
snacks do not add up to a second meal. Children are not required to fast, but their parents must ensure they are properly educated in
the spiritual practice of fasting. Those with medical conditions requiring a greater or more regular food intake can easily be
dispensed from the requirement of fasting by their pastor. A day of abstinence is a day on which Catholics fourteen years or older
are required to abstain from eating meat (under the current discipline in America, fish, eggs, milk products, and condiments or foods
made using animal fat are permitted in the Western Rite of the Church, though not in the Eastern Rites.) Again, persons with special
dietary needs can easily be dispensed by their pastor.
Q: Is there a biblical basis for abstaining from meat as a sign of repentance?
A: Yes. The book of Daniel states:
"In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia . . . 'I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my
lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.'" (Daniel 10:1-3)
Q: On what basis does the Church have the authority to establish days of fast and abstinence?
A: On the authority of Jesus Christ. Jesus told the leaders of his Church, "Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven" (Matthew 16:19, 18:18). The language of binding and loosing (in part) was a
rabbinic way of referring to the ability to establish binding halakah or rules of conduct for the faith community. It is thus especially
appropriate that the references to binding and loosing occur in Matthew, the "Jewish Gospel." Thus the Jewish Encyclopedia states:
"BINDING AND LOOSING (Hebrew, asar ve-hittir) . . . Rabinnical term for 'forbidding and permitting.' . . . "The power of binding
and loosing as always claimed by the Pharisees. Under Queen Alexandra the Pharisees, says Josephus (Wars of the Jews 1:5:2),
'became the administrators of all public affairs so as to be empowered to banish and readmit whom they pleased, as well as to loose
and to bind.' . . . The various schools had the power 'to bind and to loose'; that is, to forbid and to permit (Talmud: Chagigah 3b); and
they could also bind any day by declaring it a fast-day ( . . . Talmud: Ta'anit 12a . . . ). This power and authority, vested in the
rabbinical body of each age of the Sanhedrin, received its ratification and final sanction from the celestial court of justice (Sifra,
Emor, 9; Talmud: Makkot 23b).
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"In this sense Jesus, when appointing his disciples to be his successors, used the familiar formula (Matt. 16:19, 18:18). By these
words he virtually invested them with the same authority as that which he found belonging to the scribes and Pharisees who 'bind
heavy burdens and lay them on men's shoulders, but will not move them with one of their fingers'; that is 'loose them,' as they have
the power to do (Matt. 23:2-4). In the same sense the second epistle of Clement to James II ('Clementine Homilies,' Introduction
[A.D. 221]), Peter is represented as having appointed Clement as his successor, saying: 'I communicate to him the power of binding
and loosing so that, with respect to everything which he shall ordain in the earth, it shall be decreed in the heavens; for he shall bind
what ought to be bound and loose what ought to be loosed as knowing the rule of the Church.'" (Jewish Encyclopedia 3:215). Thus
Jesus invested the leaders of this Church with the power of making halakah for the Christian community. This includes the setting of
fast days (like Ash Wednesday).
To approach the issue from another angle, every family has the authority to establish particular family devotions for its
members. Thus if the parents decide that the family will engage in a particular devotion at a particular time (say, Bible reading after
supper), it is a sin for the children to disobey and skip the devotion for no good reason. In the same way, the Church as the family of
God has the authority to establish its own family devotion, and it is a sin for the members of the Church to disobey and skip the
devotions for no good reason (though of course if the person has a good reason, the Church dispenses him immediately).
Q: In addition to Ash Wednesday, are any other days during Lent days of fast or abstinence?
A: Yes. All Fridays during Lent are days of abstinence. Also, Good Friday, the day on which Christ was crucified, is another day of
both fast and abstinence. All days in Lent are appropriate for fasting or abstaining, but canon law does not require fasting on those
days. Such fasting or abstinence is voluntary, like a freewill offering.
Q: Why are Fridays during Lent days of abstinence.
A: This is because Jesus died for our sins on Friday, making it an especially appropriate day of mourning our sins (just as Sunday,
the day on which he rose for our salvation is an especially appropriate day to rejoice) by denying ourselves something we enjoy.
During the rest of the year Catholics in this country are permitted to use a different act of penance on Friday in place of abstinence,
though all Fridays are days of penance on which we are required to do something expressing sorrow for our sins, just as Sundays are
holy days on which we are required to worship and celebrate God's great gift of salvation.
Q: Are acts of repentance appropriate on other days during Lent?
A: Yes. Thus the Code of Canon Law states:
"All Fridays through the year and he time of Lent are penitential days and time throughout the universal Church" (CIC 1250).
Q: Why are acts of repentance appropriate at this time of year?
A: Because it is the time leading up to the commemoration of Our Lord's death for our sins and the commemoration of his
resurrection for our salvation. It is thus especially appropriate to mourn the sins for which he died. Human have an innate
psychological need to mourn tragedies, and our sins are tragedies of the greatest sort. Due to our fallen nature humans also have a
need to have set times in which to engage in behavior (which is why we have Sundays as a set time to rest and worship, since we
would otherwise be likely to forget to devote sufficient time to rest and worship), it is appropriate to have set times of repentance.
Lent is one of those set times.
Q: What are appropriate activities for ordinary days during Lent?
A: Giving up something we enjoy for Lent, doing of physical or spiritual acts of mercy for others, prayer, fasting, abstinence, going
to confession, and other acts expressing repentance in general.
Q: Is the custom of giving up something for Lent mandatory?
A: No. However, it is a salutary custom, and parents or caretakers may choose to require it of their children to encourage their
spiritual training, which is their prime responsibility in the raising of their children.
Q: Since Sundays are not counted in the forty days of Lent, does the custom of giving up something apply to them?
A: Customarily, no. However, since the giving up of something is voluntary to begin with, there is no official rule concerning this
aspect of it. Nevertheless, since Sundays are days of celebration, it is appropriate to suspend the Lenten self-denial on them that, in a
spiritual and non-excessive way, we may celebrate the day of Our Lord's resurrection so that that day and that event may be
contrasted with the rest of the days of Lent and the rest of the events of history. This heightened contrast deepens the spiritual lessons
taught by the rest of Lent.
-Dc. Greg Pair
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1st-Eugene Ahlert, Stephen Peters
2nd-Jon Adams, Lonnie Merryman
4th-Michael Franklin, Andrew Naegle
5th-Stephen Hornsey
6th-Michael Newman, Dr. Eric Stein
8th-Jim D.Moore
9th –David Nicodemus
12th-Gus Weisenfels
13th- Chris Moody
14th-John Griswold
15th-John Bauer, Michael Debar

16th –Jason Bugeja, Brian Stoll
17th-Cliff Boyd
20th-Charles Gobel
21st- Eric Locknar
22nd-Jim Foldvary, Greg Wewers
23rd-David Komp
24th-Greg Boerner
26th – Dr. Adam Schulterman
27th-Daniel Evans, Tim Spahn
29th-Russell Bragg, Duane Schmalz
31st-Tom Caldarera, Jr., Robert Daul

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS!

FAMILIES IN NEED OF PRAYER
Sick:
Mary Carolyn Borengasser, mother of Brother and Sir Knight Richard, Gretchen Rideout (Art), Christine
Wheeler (Pat), Kathleen Weidman (Daniel), Susan Abbott (Jerry), Betty Chaney (Clyde), Brother and Sir
Knight Gus Weisenfels, Brother Knight Gerald Miller, Gigi Giuliani, father of Brother Knight Mark
Giuliani, Stella Blaschke wife of Brother Knight Kenneth Blaschke, Kenneth Wille father of Brother and
Sir Knight Harold Wille, Brother Knight John “Duge” Gramlich, Brother and Sir Knight J.B. Meyers,
Brother Knight Bud Gouger, Brother Knight Tony Scherrey, Brother Knight Tony Spahn, Scott Koch, son
of Brother and Sir Knight Gilbert Koch, B.J. Rivaldo, wife of Brother Paul Rivaldo, Brother Knight John
Bauer, Kathy Furhman, wife of Brother Dick Furhman and mother of Brother Jim Furhman, Bob Schwartz,
Diane Caldarera Hart, daughter of Brother and Sir Knight Tom Caldarera, Brother and Sir Knight Mike
Heathcott recovering from knee surgery, Prince Miller, father of Jayne Ann Spahn (Dicky), Peggy
Weidman, wife of Brother Knight Bill Weidman, and mother of Brother Knights Daniel and Shaun
Weidman.

Deaths:
Brother Knight Donald Dennis, Cleta Greene Johnson, mother of Brother David Greene, and
John Kaelin, brother of Rita (David) English.

ANNUAL KIDS EASTER EGG HUNT
THE EASTER BUNNY WILL BE HIDING SOME SPECIAL EGGS ON APRIL
3, 2015 DURING OUR LAST FISH FRY!! COME ON OUT, HAVE SOME
GREAT FOOD, GOOD FELLOWSHIP, AND HUNT FOR SOME EASTER
EGGS!!
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2014–2015 Council No. 996 Officers

Chaplain
Grand Knight
Deputy Grand Knight
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Chancellor
Recorder
Advocate
Lecturer
Warden
Inside Guard
Inside Guard
Outside Guard
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Fr. Babu Battula
Gary Barker
Leroy Farmer
Sammy Ray
Mark Urban
David English
Mike Heathcott
Jim Foldvary
Dc. Greg Pair
Paul Bochat
Jason Bugeja
Steve Criswell
Rick Gramlich
Art Sellers
Bill DuBois
Tony Reith

Rental Contacts
Acres & Hall: Jayne Ann Spahn
479-208-3108 or 479-649-7144

Service Program Personnel
Program Director
Art Rideout
Church Activities
Heath Chapman
Community Activities
Council Activities
Waylon Horn
Family Activities
Youth Activities
Roger Donald
Jason Morland
Membership Director
Matt Hutchinson
Pro Life Director
Hall Manager
Jayne Ann Spahn
Acres Manager
Jayne Ann Spahn
2014-2015 Columbus Club Board of Directors
Gus Copenhaver, President Meetings are held
Jayne Ann Spahn
the 2nd Wednesday
Sammy Ray
of each month
Daniel Moore
at 6:30 PM.
Robert Collins
All Council 996
Dickie Spahn
members are invited
Mike Heathcott
and encouraged
to attend.
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